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EXAMINATION 


LETTER 


Publiſhed Aude the name of 


| and addreſſed to the 


Hon. W ——— 


Whereas a Pamphlet has appeared, entitled a Letter 
from the Hon. It G———1B h, to 
the Right Hon. W——=m Pt, Eſq; S— 
of 8 e, &c. I think it neceſſary to declare 
that the ſame is not my Letter, and is publiſhed 
without my Knowledge, or Conſent, and con- 
tain many things I do not approve of. 


Cobham-Hall, 
Nov. 7, 1758: 


THOMAS BLIGH. 
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. LONDON: 
inted for S. Ho Oo E R, at Ceſar's Head, the 


corner of the New-Church, oppoſite Somerſet- 
Coffee-Houſe, Strand, 1758. 0 
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D EF O RE enterin g upon the 
Ny B og examination either of the fin- 
; SEX 4 gular circumſtances for which 

the pamphlet under conſi- 
deration, is entitled to any notice, or of 
the tenor and drift of it, it will not be 
from the purpoſe to ſay ſomething of the 
pamphlet- form itſelf, of conveying to the 
Public all matters neceſſary to be ſub- 
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tnitted to that awfull tribunal, the high- 5 
eſt human one, and inferior only to that 
of the Deity. A tribunal which judges 


emperors or kings with as little ceremony 
as the loweſt of their ſubjedts; 


As if Folly then and Error 7 not 


ſufficiently multiply their barriers againſt 


Truth and Reaſon, whom they preſume 
their eternal enemies though, in fact, ne- 
ver looked on by them but with an eye 
of pity, they have of late oppoſed to them, 
an attempt to bring this only way of ap- 
plication to the Public under comtempt 
and dif-repute. An attempt fo exqui- 
fitely abſurd and ridiculous that nothing 
ſo pretious as time, nor ſo ſerious as Rea- 


fon, can without doing it too much 


honor, be employed t to __— and ex- 
er it. | 


That an Orator indeed, as puffed up 


as his rhetoric, in a public aſſembly, 
wrink- 


[tre] 


wrinkling his noſe, and throwing. into! © 


every miuſcle of his face the ſtrongeſt 


expreſſion of contempt, ſhould utter a 4 


ſolemn aſſcveration, that he never wrote 
or was concerned in writing a pam» 
phler, no, not he, there is no Won- 
Ln | | Cog . 


To ring * 1 on a final wink 
of trite ideas, in pompous phraſes, and 
ſohorous words that filling the ear leave 
the! head empty; to enforce them with 
a. vehemence of action, and a mocks 
pathos of tone, is certainly much eaſier 
then, in a written diſcourſe addreſſed 
to the univerſal community, to purſue 
4 train of facts and arguments purely 
ſubmitted to the underſtanding, in a 
manner that -ſhould deſerve at leaſt to 
operate the propoſed effect. A diſcourſe, 
in ſhort, fit to ſtand the examination 
of the reader, in the filence of his cloſet, 
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in the coot of his mind; whilſt free from 


thoſe theatrical illuſions of voice and 


geſture, by which ſenſe and ſolidity are, 


as at an Opera, ſo frequently ſacrificed 
to ſound 2 ſhow. 


Ir e if inp: if Party- 
fpirit, Vanity of Authorſhip, private pique, 
mean Envy, or the like, have too often 
occaſioned a reſort to this form of pub- 
lication, what other objection does the 
form itſelf give room for, which it has 
not in common. with the moſt excel- 


lent things; liableneſs to abuſe ? But if 
| that was a valid plea, Authority, the 


greateſt dignities of the ſtate, Govern- 
ment itſelf would be involved in the diſ- 
advantageous conclufions from ſuch miſ- 
reaſoning ;* ſince who does not know that 
they are often abuſed by being vilely 


adminiſtered, or er 16 falling into 


worthleſs hands! 25 


444 


But 


8 * — 
\ woe 
| 1 9 ] 


en Bur chtfinly6f all the metliods that 
che natural maligtance of dulneſs could 


lication into decry, the moſt efftctual 
one muſt be to make it the channel of 
fuch irtipofitions,” as that of the recently 
publihed pamplilet, Which by perplex- 
ing the public, how to diſtinguiſh ge- 
| fivineneſs from falſity, might naturally 
enough incline it to condemn all pam- 


phlets indiſcriminately, if its Juſtice, if 


its own intereſt in the real information 
ſometimes | conveyed to it by them, did 


not oppole the paſling g ſuch A ſentence. 


et wich al the irregularity reproach- 


T7 #"*, £ 


and 'cſpecially for fo licentious an ve be 


 ihg made of a very reſpectable worthy 


gentleman s name, to palm upon the 
public fuch a production for his, the edi- 


tor would haye even ſome merit to 
B — _ 


take, to bring the pamphlet-form of pub a 
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8 if it ſhould come out that he 
was one of the declaimers againſt. pam- 


phlets, ſince his reaſon for declaiming 
againſt them would appear too manifeſt not 
to defeat the purpoſe of his declamation, 


by proving that his utter incapacity for 
writing one, might moſt probably be at the 
bottom of his filly objection to. them, 
His ſtealing himſelf into a pamphlet i in 


this manner, would, in fact, be one of 
of the pleaſanteſt honorable reparations, 
that the human wit could imagine. 5 


E 2 it appears however plainly that 
the letter publiſhed as G=—1 B-—gh's 


is NOT his letter, or is at leaſt ſo ſophiſ- 
ticated with alterations, without his know- 
ledge or conſent, that he may with the 
utmoſt propriety diſowyn it, the point to 
which the enquiry 1s next eſſentially re- 


duced is, who the editor himſelf pre- 


ciſely is; but this may not perhaps be ſo 
eaſy, nor fo juſtifiable in the eyes of 
ſtrict 


{4 5 
ſtrict candor, to aſſume ſo much as de- 
terminately to pronounce. Vet may it 
be ſafely ayerred that the ran ge of con- 
Las need not be a very wide one, 


* is not ſuppofable, that, admitiin, 8 
the Royal inſtructions not to be as 
ſpurious as the letter itſelf, they 
could be in many hands. If the letter 
itſelf was wholly matter of invention, 
then indeed any one might have pro- 
duced ſuch an impoſition, by making 
as free with the name of the illuſtrious 
perſon age, to whom it is addreſſed, as 
with that of the GI, by whom it is 
feigned to be written. But if the letter 
15 really partly his, and partly ſophiſticat- 
ed by another, that other muſt be ei- 
ther the perſon addreſſed, or ſome-one 
to whom it muſt have been formally com- 
municated by one of the parties. To aſ- 
certain W who is the author can- 
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not be FF difficult, on any authoritative 


enquiry. 2 1 ongoing 07 1998 (Lifts 

dei of inch bort Nl 2d 
That again ſuch an enquiy is is 191 
even but of the higheſt importance, will 


clearly appear, if the force. of the 175 
ing reaſons i is aueh Pn 1. A I 


24 * r. 900 


' Here 5 are, deere rl, an act 8 
State ſi ned by no leſs than our Sovereign 
himſelf, given to the Public, in the moſt 
degrading : manner that can be imagined, 
They immediately follow, a title-page 
blurred with private names, gutted of 


| their vowels. . They carry. with them, 


in ſhort. « every character of ſurreptitiouſ- 
neſs, and to, heap. up the meaſure of 
groſs and ſhameleſs | an impofition A 
ever Was i attempted on the M 3 


air 
# & & Y 8 . . 


That the G — however i is 5 


innocent, his public diſavowal inconteſt- 


— 


ably 


TWI 


ably- evinces,. Non indeed, independent 
of the improprieties, and matter of diſ- 
apprabation contained im che body of the 
letter itſelf, had. he but great reaſon to 
diſown At: publication, - not only without 
his conſent and knowledge, but with. re- 
ſpect to the ſecrtt inſtructiant prefixed to 
* "Theſe, it may be averred, he durſt 

not, or ought not to have dared on his 
own judgment to to make public) without 
the expreſs command or conſent, of | hig 
Majeſty himſelf, whole, immediite act 
1 are e made by = "Ou OR 


PP - 


IB 2710. 


Rut F che! 9 is tina fairly 2c- 
quitted of being the editor, moſt certain 
it is, that the great perſonage to whom 
him, can or ought, yet leſs, to be ſuſpec- 
ted. There are indeed 1 W to 
e e © 1 or 3d a9 
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In che firſt place, the ridicule of what 
might be juſtly called writing a letter 
to himſelf would be too groſs, too rank. 

It would be worſe than Hetulant's, in the 
Way of theWerld, leaving a letter for him- 
ſelf. Beſides one ſo thoroughly conver- 
verſant in buſineſs, ſo knowing in the 
ſtyle of affairs and courſe of procedure, 
would have known better than to proſti- 
tute the dignity of the throne, ſo as to 
place an emanation from it, at the head 
of ſuch a pamphlet, ſo marked in the 
front, and of which the title had even a 
libellous aſpect. Further. It would have 
been, in fact, himſelf robbing his own ' 
Office, in order to give to the public an 
inſtrument that could not but be conſi- 
dered as a ſacred depoſite in that Office, 
untill the Royal order, or leave at leaſt, 
ſhould draw it thence, nothi ng of which 
can be ſo much as preſumed from the 
double indignity of ſuch a method of 
publication, and of the application of it 
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t. gice ſanction to ſo manicfi ond; pal- 
pable an impoſition, not to-ſay downright 


forgery, as would authorize any one's 
involving the inſtructions themſelves un- 


der the ſame reprobation, and treating 


them accordin a8. 


No! e of the 1 nor 
whoever penned thoſe inſtructions can- 
not be the perſon to whom it appears to 
be addreſſed. It is more likely ſome- one, 
entitled by his office, or enabled by a 


friendly communication of theſe inſtruct- 


ions, who has been fo penetrated with a 
Juſt. admiration of their ſtyle, © ſpirit; 


meaning and intention,” that thinking it 


would be defrauding the public of ſo 
rich a piece, he did not enough conſider 
all the impropriety of publiſhing them, 
in ſuch a manner; for which doubtleſs 
he has many pardons to aſk of the ori- 
ginal enditer of them, whoſe native mo- 
deſty muſt be ſo much wounded, and 

whoſe 
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[ 46 


whoſs duty muſt be ſo impsachable fort 
ſuch an uſe being made of them, unleſs 
as moſt probably is the caſe; he is equally 
with - the G=— in paſs to diſo n his 
inowtedgt of it. Jedorgot ecm oc 29D 
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The public, in the mean time; whilſt 
it reaps the benefit of having ſo precious 
a piece dommunicated to it, cannot but 
be the more obliged to tlie editor for all, 
that rather than not oblige it; it muſt 
have coſt him in the violation of ſo many 
reſpects. The public too may now be 

ſatisfied, if this example ſhould come to 

have the force of a precedent, that Jecret 
inſtructions may be laid defore it, without 
requiring the formality of a Parliamient- | 
ary motion, or a judicial procedure, in 
which laſt occurence, the publication of 
them muſt be indiſpenſably requiſite, 

vrhere an officer is put on his trial of how 
far or not he may have act in confor- 
mity to them. 


As 
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As to the interpolations, it * be 
confeſſed they are very eaſily diſtinguiſh- 


able both by the ſtyle and matter, from 
what of the letter may reaſonably bs. 


preſumed the G 


praiſes in a Roman Officer, militaris 


viri ſenſus et valides et incomptos, the 
ſenſe ſtrong and unpoliſhed of a min- 


tary man. 


It is "2M * the editor makes bon 


deviate into the Stateſman and Orator, 
that he appears ridiculous 1 in a garb not 
his own. It is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, inveft- 


ing the orderof things in the fable, clapping 


and Aſſes ſkin over the Lyon. To exa- 


mine the letter is to prove this. T he 


incongruities and abſurdities are glaring, 
| wherever the editor has lent the ſup- 

poſed writer his intended embelliſhments. 
O | of 


I's own, His nar- 
rative of the military operations under his 
direction is plain and ſuccinct. One 
may obſerve in it, what Tacitus fo juſtly | 
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P. 2. You have the following remark- 
able interpolation. If any perſon in- 
« tends to form a juſt judgment of the 
the whole, he muſt have his Mayefty's 
« inſtructions to me, before his eyes, 


c 


Re 


and with an honeſt candid heart con- 


« ſider their ſpirit, meaning, and inten- 
ce tion without cavilling upon them like 


« a petty-fogging Attorney. 


Now, were it not for reaſons pre-alledged, 
ſo highly improbable, that he who dictated 


the inſtructions, and the interpolating- 


editor, ſhould be one and the ſame per- 


ſon, one might ſee in the above-quota- 


tion, great tenderneſs and much of an 
author's bowels for his own production. 
As it is, it can only be the language of a 


deep admirer, intereſted by that admi- 


ration for the treatment of it's object. 
And, indeed, nothing can be juſter in 
general, than ſuch a deprecation. It is 
un- 


„ 
undoubtedly unfair to judge a man by 
his words, and not by their ſpirit, mean- 
ing, and intention, that is to ſay, if 
they have any. The exceptions to the 
general rule can be but few, as when 
a man notoriouſly ſets up for a genius, 
and for uniting in himſelf the art of ex- 
preſſing himſelf well to that of thinking 
well; or where the language is fo very bad, 
or ſo unnatural to the ſubject, as todiſhonor 

the ſtation from whence it comes, and 
to raiſe a reaſonable doubt of the writ- 
er's capacity for that ſtation. . In either 
of theſe caſes the charge of injuſtice for 
cavilling at words vaniſhes, and the moſt 
rigorous examination is even a duty, eſ- 
pecially too with reſpeCt to thoſe public 
inſtruments on which the fate of a na- 
tion may, in ſome meaſure, turn, and 
in which the value and propriety of each 
word, require the moſt ſcrupulous aſ- 
certainment, and where not a fingle 
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ſuperfluous one ſhould be granted to 
vanity, or a miſplaced defire of ſhin- 


ing. 


But chat the editor had no ſort of rea- 
ſon to obviate any cavils, eſpecially ſo 


little formidable ones, as might be made 


in the ſtyle of a petty-fogging attorney, 
the following ſpecimen of the inſtructions 


themſelves may ſerve to demonſtrate. | 


. 3 ets. H. Whereas we + ive de- 
termined with the © bleſſing of God, to 
* proſecute the juſt war, in which we 
* ne engaged againſt the french King, 
ce with, the utmoſt vigour ; and it being 
* highly expedient, and of the greateſt 
* utility to continue * ſome expedition that 

* The Expedition under the D. of Marlborough 
was over; as the word $0ME implies therefore this 
could not be a CONTINUATIon of that Expedition; 
but muſt refer to another freſh one, upon the ſame 
plan of deſcents, for which so]. EXPEDITION 


is a — of rhetoric beautif 256 ſubſtituted. 
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may cauſe a diverſion, and engage the 


« enemy to employ in their own defence 


a Confiderable part of their forces, de- 
ſtined to invade and oppreſs the Li- 


 berties of Europe, and to ſubvert the 


Independency of Europe, and, if poſſi- 


* ble, to make ſome effectual impreſſion 


on the enemy, which, by difturhing 
and ſhaking the credit of their public 
loans, and at the ſame time ſecuring 


and protecting the commerce of our 
* own ſubjects, by ſtriking at the principal 


SEATS of their privateers, as well as by 


« diſconcerting and, in part, fruſtrating 
their dangerous and extenſive opera- 


tions of War, may reflect luſtre on aur 
arms and add hfe and ſtrength to the 
Common cauſe ; ; Our Will and plea- 


ſure Is, &c. 


much depth of Politics | 
beauties of gle | [ what a oompactneſs of 


In the foregoin g fin gle period hom 
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ſenſe! It muſt ſurely pleaſe the reader 
to obſerve in a piece ſo oratorially written, 
ſo great a refinement likely to take place, 
as that of tranſplanting all the flowers 
of Rhetoric from a college-Hall to the 
Royal cloſet; of enlivening, in ſhort, the 
uniform, plain ground of buſineſs, with 


the imbroidery of figures, 


Neither can the reader be but charm- 
ed with the condeſcenſion of Power to 
the conveyance, in an inſtruction for the 


conduct of an enterprize, of all thoſe 
- motives for that enterprize which was ſo 


finely calculated for the attainment of 


the ſpecified ends. He muſt be pleaſed 


with finding us, at leaſt, there, con- 


ſtituted the protectors of the liberty of 


Germany, and of the Independency of 
Europe, ſo much againſt all the ap- 
pearances of things. Theſe indeed muſt 
highly provoke the indignation of a Bri- 
* to 8 how little either Germany 5 

or 


1 :#3;4] 
or Europe deſerve at our hands ſuch a 
tender concern for them, 


In Germany, all the powers of it, ex- 
cept thoſe upon our pay-books, ſeem re- 
ſolute not to have what we call her liberty, 
and what they term her oppreſſion, forced 
upon them, and have accordingly put to 
the ban of the Empire all thoſe who are fo 
unfortunately our allies; without conſi- 
dering how much more competent judges - 
we are than themſelves of their laws 
and domeſtic affairs. 


In all Europe we have not a ſingle Ally 
towards ſupporting her independence, ex- 
cept the King of Pruſſia, and his ad- 
herents, merely becauſe all Europe is de- 
termined not to look on the invaſion of 
Saxony in the light we do, as a very 
warrantable, harmleſs and friendly pro- 
cedure to that proteſtant Electorate. 


What 


. n 2 
P 3 * * E 8 * * — a % 
7 > = EE — 7 

W Ur 0 — 


SE — 


c 


... K * 
„ > - > —_ > 
. DO nn ee ee Te IS no ae 
— — D agg FR, 6 


— — 
P 
r 
SSIS — 


> — 


- 

2 — - —— 2 — 

prod —— — — GST Sy — 

> — EE Ir" OY INRA? MO Rte MG rea. roo nngans me i 
—— — GT cornea ar ee — — F oobes 

S — c 7 7 — 

—— — — co bien — — — 

— = rag res — ho — Sno R n r 


* 
4 
4 
= 
.£ 
1 
1 
1 
TBF 
1 
T3: 
i 
1 
4 
. 4 
5 IH 
3 7 
1. 
y 1 
, : 
3 
* 
= 
155% 
, ha. 
"4 
_ 
1:3 
8) 
1 
„ 
} 11 
4 
i \ 
2. 
„ 
* 1. 
" . 
. 
; BY: 
1 
i 
+ 
1 
' . 
+18 
. 
65 
„ 
* 7 


. 
38 
FF 
1 


1 N * 


n * _ 

== nme wry" 

r 2x3 
— — 


— —— 
rr 
. ̃ — — 


E TTT 1 CME 
TTF 


[ 2 4 I 

What a pity it is that ſome of our great 
ſtateſmen had not, in time, before ſuch 
immenſe ſums were ſquandered away on 


that rage of ours for interfering with the 


continent, felt, with more judgment, the 
diſtempered pulſe of its powers, and on 

finding it ſuch as they would certainly | 
have found it, left them to their own 
methods of treatment ? inſtead of which 
we appear in the ſtrange chracter of Phy- 
ſicians giving inſtead of taking fees for our 

preſcriptions and* remedies, which are 


thrown at our heads into the 3 


In the mean time this is prefiltiably 
tho caſe; Whenever that ſingle Pri ince 


allied with us, together with His party 
im Germany, ſhall be compelled by the 


ſuperior force of ſo many capital powers 
leagued againſt him, to give up the con- 
teſt, which it is hardly poſſible for him 
to maintain much longer; all Europe 
velides turned hoſtile towards us, for ha- 

ving 


[ WJ 


ving ſupported him in his pretention to 


maintain that her independency, he is 


| himſelf accuſed of having ſhaken, will be 
for joining with France to ſet the dice 
upon Britain. They will force, or at 
leaſt endeavour to force her to give up 
that pretious monument of purely britiſh 
valor, that conqueſt made on a clearly 
Britiſh footing, of Cape-Breton. Should 
that be the hard, the cruel iſſue of this 
war, then it will be that thoſe very 
orators that will by their fatally connect- 
ing us with Pruſſia, and by their bring- 
ing on us the odium of abetting the 
breach of the Hanoverian-convention, 
have created the neceſſity of ſuch a ceſ- 
fion ; foreſeeing the tempeſt of unpopu- 


larity which muſt fo juſtly attend ſuch _ 


a ſacrifice, may poſſibly again quit their 
places, again renew their appeal to a ſo 
often deceived people, again pour out 
their whole ſtorm of eloquence, and 
N 5m the oy againſt that very 
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meaſure, of which their own departure 
from their profeſſions, will have evi- 
dently laid what foundation there can be 
for it. At leaſt from what has more 


than once been their game, and from 


the ſucceſs they conſtantly met with 


in playing it, it is neither unfair nor un- 


reaſonable to conclude that they will be 
once more tempted to paſs it upon a 
community that feems fo willing to em- 
brace its deceivers, and to diſcountenance 
thoſe whoſe worſt wiſh to it is, that it 
me never again be deceived. 


So AY for the i of our 


having intermeddled on the continent 


beyond the bounds of diſcretion and * | 


| preſervation, 


As to the as whoever wile pe- 
ruſe them with that ſpirit of candid exami- 


nation, of which the deſerved reward is 


Truth at the end of it, may eaſily ſatisfy 


; himſelf, of the fitneſs of the plan of de- 


ſcents 


6 27 J 


egen for anſwering the end propoſed. He 
needs but aſk himſelf certain obvious queſ- 
tions, and with a very little knowledge of 
things, he may reſolve them, fo. as to con- 
gratulate himſelf for the diſpenſation of 
the Britiſh honor, blood, and treaſure, 
ſtanding committed to ſuch rare- ability. 
Yes! the ſtocks ought to have riſen on the 
publication of the Secret inſtrudgang; 1449 


But "ny bias them. to Gas. for 
F their own excellence; the 
parts of the letter which are, or may be 
preſumed, interpolation 5, claim attention 
Wh OO | 

P. 11. Delays in an operation of this 
« kind, upon the coaſt of F rance, are 
of the utmoſt conſequence, and may 

« diſappoint an enterprize, in which it 
might have been otherwiſe ey 
« to fail,” 7 


D 4 | 1 


A 


had with him, and G- 


J 


T1 


_ It appeared to me, that if the wea- 


ther had been favourable, we had 
« the greateſt reaſon, which any mili- 


e tary Enterprize c- can admit off, to n 
ce ſucceſs.” 2 


Here the danger of delays muſt 
be granted in its full force. But the 
expectation of ſucceſs may very rea- 
ſonably be diſputed, if, as it ſeems to in- 


[ ſinuate, the reduction of St. Maloes was 
the object. Every one knows that St. 


Maloes i is by its fituation perfectly ſhel- 


F tered from a ſurprize. The late Duke of 


Marlborough than whom certainly no- 
one could poſſibly mean better to his 
country than he did, nor could have 
more ardor for the ſervice, had, on a 
view taken on the ſpot, pronounced it 
impregnable. And the truth is that it 
was ſo, to a much greater force than he 
-1 B-—gh 
had, it ſeems, ſtill a-lefs one. It would 


1 29 J 
be too triflin g then to ſuppoſe that no 
more was intended by the words expec- 
tation of fucceſs, than that of making with 
impunity two or three parading marches . 
along the french coaſt, open in above an 
hundred places, in the extent of it, to 
the like atchievement, without anſwer- 
ing, or the probability of anſwering a. ſin- 
gle end, but haraſſing our troops in A 
fruitleſs deſcent, by the fatigue of embark- 
ing and tt ren, which 1 is ane 


2 ; 


not a ſmall ONe..:- 
ra n 


| PF or where the editor of fn letter ſays 
2 little farther on, (p. 12.) 


Where, 86 J und it as by 
« remaining ſome time aſhore at Matig- 
«. n about 3 league from St. Cas, 1 
* might create a diverſion, - alarm the 
et country, and contribute, perhaps, by 
be this means to the recalling of _ 


as from Germany. 


© & 1 
It was upon this account, a part of 
ic with as much vigour, and give as 
« much duration to the various opera- 
« tions of the preſent expedition as ſhall 
0 be found . 


What is it 0 editor muſt not think 
the public would ſwallow, when he of- 
fers them three ſuch points of view in the 
foregoing quotation, every one of which 
is, to that Public's own knowledge, ma- 
nifeſtly falſe ? | 


Firſt, As to creating a diverſion. 
playing upon words was not juſtly ex- 
ploded, in ſuch a ſenſe alone, that end, 
might be admitted, ſince to the enemy, 
at leaſt, the deſcent produced no other, 
But as to its breeding a revulſion of their 
force from any other quarter, the very 


contrary was moſt likely. Kaowing, as 


N 
they could not but know, pretty exactly | 
the number of our troops, they muſt be 
ſenſible there could be no occaſion for 
drawing away any number of theirs out 

of any other country or province. They 
haad enough at hand to deal with ours, 
and the maſſacre at St. Cas but too pl ainly 
proves 1 Th 


2dly. As to alarming the country: 
the joke of it is evident to every one who 
knows any thing of that coaſt. Who 
could the deſcent alarm, but a few pea- 
ſants, or a few old women, for fear they 
ſhould not be raviſhed ? There was no- 
thing for the inhabitants to loſe worth 
' mentioning. Thanks to the Government 
of France! a wealthy. farmer is a pro- 
_ digy, and even the thinly ſcattered houſes - 
of their common country - gentlemen 
are miſerably furniſhed, A long table 
in the hall, and a few wooden chairs, 
make. 
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make the chi Ggure in their inven- 
tary. A few thouſand men unexpecł- 
edly landed on one of the many places of 
the coaſt expoſed to that circumſtance, 
may perhaps take a cool walk unmoleſted 
along the ſhore, and pick up the great 
material of Caligula's triumph, cockle- 
ſhells, or tire themſelves with a fruitleſs 
ſtragling a few miles up the country; but 
what then? after all, re- imbark is the word, 
and what has been done? comparatively 
ſpeaking, nothing, next to nothing, or 
an than nothing. 


"29 dly. As to contributing to the eln 
the troops from Germany, this is anſwered 
in the firſt comment: to which it needs 
only be added, that the operation at that in- 
ſtant, could not but be too late to work 
the propoſed effect, even if the abſurdity of 
the n was not before ſo pen * 


But that no ſort of impoſition on the 
public might be omitted in this letter ; 


[ 33 1 | 
the al of Cherburg (p. 2.) is lugged 


in and magnified out of all meaſure, 
which will not appear fo ſtrange to thoſe 
Who may remember what a triumphal 
diſplay was on this occaſion made of a 
few dirty rags of colors, and ſome braſs 
cannon. The truth is, that the baſon, ſo 
much boaſted, had really coſt the French 
a very conſiderable ſum, but nothing near 
a million ſterling, and that after the ex- 
pending the ſame, they diſcovered the im- 
poſſibility of ever bringing that work to the 
degree of utility with which the original 
projectors had flattered them; and the 
throwing away more money upon it was 
diſcontinued, This however does not in 
the leaſt detract from the merit of the 
G in the execution of his orders. 
Had the place been of more value, they 
would have been equally obeyed. All 
that can juſtly be averred then is, that 


* ſum total of the miſchief done to 
E France, 
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France, in the whole courſe of the de- 
ſcents, bears little or no proportion to 
the expenſiveneſs of the armaments, to 
the expectations raiſed by them, and to 
the good that might have been expected 
on their having had a different and a more 
effectual deſtination. 


P. 2 3 my part when 1 con- 
« ſidered the difficulties of acting with 
e vigor upon the coaſt of France, with 
the number of troops under my com- 
& mand, greatly diminiſhed from what 
e they were upon the late expedition; 
« I was very ſorry that his Majeſty was 
* obliged to have recourſe to me, and 
« to deſire me to accept of a command, 
ce which had been refuſed by ſo nany 
ce General Officers. . 


| 40 1 was :: ond for 1 "ar oh to 
9 command the Troops going to GER- 


« MANY, and upon my arrival was 


« fur. 


t i 2 


ce furprized to find the command was 
« given to thoſe who had declined going 
e any more upon ſuch expeditions after 
e having made a trial of the Nature of 


te * the Service.” 


Here the Public may ſee confirmed, what 
waslong beforepretty well known in it, that 
the command of the Expedition had gone 
a begging: that the prejudice againſt this 
fort of ſervice was fo ſtrong with thoſe 
who had tried the nature of it, that 
blinded by that averſi jon, they preferred 
a much worſe one, though poſſibly more 
promiflory of court-favor, the going to 
GERMANY ! For however many may 
think {lightly of the plan of expeditions, 
ard Took upon deſcents, in General, as, 
6f all the various military operations; 
the moſt fruitleſs and infignificant, yet 
if candor, if knowledge of things directs 
their judgment, they muſt grant that 
the expedition againſt the coaſt of France, 
E'2 - could 
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could nct poſſibly be lyable to ſuch un- 
refutable objections as the tranſportation 
of our troops to Germany. Compared to 
that, the Expeditions, might indeed be 
pronounced, even a purely patriot Mea- 
ſure, if the falſe light of their having 
an influence upon the affairs of Gemany 
did not detra& from their merit, as if 
it was fatal to this nation, for the con- 
ſideration of Germany never to mix in 
our.councils without bringing with it the 
ſpirit of blunders, and miſchief to Bri- 
tain. In vain, has the exquiſite com- 
mon-ſenſe of the People of England, 
expreſſed a juſt diffidence of that ruinous 
mixture ; the reſult of the reſolutions of 
power has not the leſs been conſtantly 
and purely German. In this point our 
_ greateſt enemies and our greateſt friends 
have but one opinion: though their mo- 
tives for uttering it, may be diametrically 


oppoſi * 


But 
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But if the meaſure of ſending our 
troops to Germany in the manner they 


are ſent, ſo derogatory to the Majeſty 


of this nation, and ſo unavailingly, the 
refu ſe of the French ſword, and a prey 
to the incident diſtempers of a climate 
unnaturat to them, at leaſt, thoſe men 
of power can never expect to be heard 
againſt it with patience, who have fur- 
niſhed the authors of this meaſure with 
the only, though the poor excuſe for it. 
What have thoſe declaimers againſt con- 


tinental meaſures, to ſay for themſelves, 


who the inſtant that they had it in their 
power to oppoſe. them effectually, and 
with redoubled reaſon for oppoſing them, 
in the very critical juncture of their ſuc- 
ceſs, deſerted their own cauſe, and renounc- 
ed their own loud-ſounded maxims ? Will 
they, for example, when three of our 
beſt battalions were draughted off for 
Germany, from that force deſtined for 
the 6 of their own pro- 
jection 
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jeftion, and which was already ſo in- 
adequate to the ends they propoſed, 
plead either ignorance of tlie flight put 


upon themſelves; or, as a motive for 
their Pafftoe acquieſcence, the want of 


power, in themſelves (who Had evi- 


gently taken the lead in it), to oppoſe 
effectually the meaſure they could not 
help diſapproving? Will they, plead as 
Wmetking very valid, that their with= 

kelding: their negative, was a tacit” com⸗ 
promiſe for their being themfelves ſuf- 
fered to proceed with thoſe darling ex- 
petitions of theirs? will they, in ſhort; 
urge that they countenanced by their 
fitence a pernicious meaſure, for the ſake _ 
of not being obliged to diſcontinue their 
on ſo wondrous * one ? . 


But bt recdivatite monte can 


they oppoſed to the following ſpeech in 
the mouth of a'Neutral- that e 


onee 


1 39 J 
once condemn and the expeditions and 


the tranſportation of troops to Germany, 


addreſſed to the Chief of thoſe who might 


ſeek to renew their ſtale decoy of the 
People, (and it is not at all improbable 
that they ſhould ſucceed) by declauning 
againſt this laſt meaſure, which cannot 
in fact be too much declaimed againſt, 
| but of which they at leaſt have forfeited 
the right, who contributed to bring 
into exiſtence that ſituation, which is 
pleaded in excuſe for the ſending them. 


Such a ſpeech could not but run to this 
effect. 


Nen You cannot, ſir, but conſeſs that 
« in the commencement of our war with 
te France, a war fo juſt, that conſidering the 
** notorjous encroachments and aggreſ. 
ce « ſions of that nation in America, it 
<« might very properly be termed a war 
te of neceſſity, we ſtood matched with 


France alone. The other powers of 
« Europe 


| 40 J 
-M Europe were as yet neutral with re- 
6. ſpect to us, and the greater number 
« of them were undoubtedly our well- 
et wiſhers. At that time you was your- 
« ſelf in a conſiderable place under the 
« the Government, which you had ob- 
& tained by renouncing your oppoſition 
ec to its meaſures, and kept it for ſome 
* years, by running mute with the 
c m- n——1—1 pack, in the purſuit 
«© of all its objects. At length, however 
cc you ſaw your occaſion fair for flam- 
te ing out again. You obſerved, and juſt- 
ce ly obſerved the war feebly adminiſtered, 
* Minorca infamouſly loſt, the nation it- 
« ſelf diſhonored by liſtening to the pa- 
& nic alarm of impracticable invaſions, a8 
ce well as by many other unnational mea- 
* ſures. It was then that this country 
te had the obligation to you of your ex- 
« erting your ever = victorious eloquence 
« againſt the conduct of the adminiſtra- 
4 tion of that time, and eſpecially againſt 
3 the 


L 


te the continental connections that had 
et ſo long hung a fatal byaſs on the Bri- 
be tiſh councils. The nation in a rapture 
© to find herſelf not utterly deſerted, and 
« that there was one man that would at 
ce length embrace her part, and vindicate 
te her intereſt, ſeemed to have forgot, 
te and certainly forgave your former de- 


ov 


te parture from much the ſame profeſſi- : 


ce ons. Attentive 9 to the exigencies 
« of the moment, it imagined power 
te could be in no hands ſo bad as thoſe 
« out of which you was, with ſuch ap- 
<< parent patriotiſm, employing yourſelf 
« to wreſt it: no change in ſhort could 


« well be preſumed but what muſt be 


« for the better. In that preſumption 
e you had the whole force of the Com- 
« munity on your fide, After various 
e fluctuations then power ſeemed to have 
<« ſettled in yourſelf; and the people, 


<< whoſe idol you was, unaccountably e- 


1 e become, thought they ſaw the 
” F " great 
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c great man in you, becanſe you had ap- 
<« peared to them the good man, or in 
« other words, the man of your country, 
« the greateſt of all titles in all coun- 
te tries, and perhap in this one alone, not 
e only not dangerous, but pregnant with 
te the greateſt honor and advantages. 
«© What marks too did you not receive of 
0 this honeſt, generous, though unad- 
« viſed ſenſe of the people? under what 
ce engagements did they not lay you to 
« deſerve this ' unparalleled confidence 
« after ſuch ſtrong reaſons as they had 
« againſt it? We ſhall now ſee the con- 
« ſequences of this glorious acquiſition of 
« a miniſter after the nation's own heart. 
The Germanic ſyſtem, ſo loudly, ſo Juſtly i 
ec fulminated againſt, and almoſt given up, : 
cc began, under your auſpices, to be once [ 
e more the predominant one. Circum- ; 
« ſtances were ſaid to be changed, and 
c ſo indeed they were; but fo as to afford 
« tenfold reaſon more than before to keep 
clear 
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clear of it. Inſtead of employin g your 
ſuperiority of political knowledge, to re- 


preſs the people's infatuation with a me - 


ce teor, a people doubly deceived by the groſ- 


cc 
68 
cc 


cc 


cc 
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ſeſt miſ-information, and by their own 


paſſion the more dangerouſly, for its 
being founded on the moſt virtu- 
ous motives, you made your uſe of 
it to renew, under no better a ſanc- 


tion than that of this popular error, the 


« moſt unpromiſing and the moſt ex- 
ceptionable of all the conneCtions on 


the continent. Auſtria, with whom it 


was ſo much our intereſt to keep the 
greateſt meaſures, to detach her from 
© her new perfidious ally, was not it 


ſeems enough exaſperated by our firſt 


« treaty. with Pruſſia, but in order to 
«© cement an alliance ſo pernicious to 
Europe, as that of France and Auſtria, 
« we mult by a freſh one draw the ties 


cloſer between us and a Prince, whom 
we could neither effectually ſerve nor 


be ſerved by him, a Prince whom 
LP _« Han- 
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: Hanover itſelf had plainly judged in 


the career of perdition, and done him 


the truly friendly office of diſſwading 
him from it. By this means, every 


Power in cnemity with him, naturally 
turned hoſtile to us, who at the bot- 
tom had nothing in our own cauſe that 
was common with his: and to whom the 
beſt ſervice we could do, was the not 


feeding it with ſupplies, which could 


only protract his ruin, to make it ulti- 


mately the more certain, the more indiſ- 


penſably neceſſary to the powers in arms 
againſt him, and the leſs lamented. But 


© how far is this from being all of the 
bitter fruits Germany has produced 


to us, ſince the inoculating us her 
politics ? It is not enough that Bri- 
tain's greateſt intereſt muſt be ſubordi- 


nated to that of ſome of her provinces, 


but what ought to be infinitely dearer 


to this nation and certainly withall im- 


plics her intereſt, her honor muſt be 
3-4 0 moſt 


4 45 ) 


* moſt cruelly brought into queſtion, 
c for the part imputed to her miniſters, 
* in abetting the Hanoverians' in the 
* reſumption of* their arms, after they 
* had been lain down in virtue of a 
© ſolemn convention authenticated by 
«. the facred word of her Sovereign”! 8 
* own fon. Be it granted however a- 
« gainſt the general ſenſe of Europe, 
« that the perfidy of the french abſolved 
ve the Hanoverians. But what good on 
4 earth could reſult to Britain from inſti- 
« gating or encouraging them to ſuch a 
ec ? for which ſhe was not only to 

* Hive them the arrears they had for- 


F - $,.- 


6 r on which it would per- 
“ haps have been better they had never 
ſtood ? If it ſhall be ſaid, that the reſpect 
14 the intereſt of our ally, whom they 
te were to ſtrengthen againſt France, 
e our common enemy, was the motive, 
nothing can be plainer, than that for 
one power we were fo vainly oppofing 


c 


312 
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cc to her, we were giving her a number 
ce for friends, ſo that it was ultimately 
« involving ourſelves in the certain ruin 
& that muſt, ſooner or later, await that 
<« ſingle ally of ours, and bidding fair 
ce to fruſtrate all the advantages which 
& our own force, exerted on a purely 
<« national footing, might produce to us 
* in the courſe of the war, In this ſo. 
probably juſt a view of things, that 
« great, that valuable acquiſition of Lou- 
*s iburg ſo ſtrongly ſuggeſted by the 
te unanimous voice of a ſenſible peo- 
« ple, that it may be called * 
e ſively. their own act and deed, 

cc likely to be an affliction to om <5 in- 
© ſtead of matter of triumph and ad- 
<« vantage. France might indeed, in vain 
e demand a reſtitution of it: we mi ight 
juſtly laugh to ſcorn at her reclaimer, 
1 and defy her to retake it. But the 
ve keeping it in the teeth of all thoſe 
e united powers in Europe, we have in- 
= << diſpoſed. toward us by our fatal con- 
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tinental connections, may perhaps be 
eaſier to ſay than to make good, But 


without thoſe connections, where is 


that power in Europe that could have 


the ſhadow of a right, or would think 
themſelves intereſted to preſcribe to us 


in this point? May not the reſtoration 


of Louiſburg even be made an indiſ- 
penſable condition for the ſaving the 
King of Pruſſia, if he is to be faved ; 
and but through the interpoſition of 
France, who has undoubtedly an in- 
tereſt to reſcue him, there is no ap- 
pearance of his being reſcued; and yet 
France will probably have effrontery 
to inſiſt on herſelf being paid by Bri- 
tain for what ſhe knows to be of ſo much 
importance to her; and who, ſir, can op- 
poſe this? not ſurely thoſe who have 
been inſtrumental to the linking us 
with that ally ? Granting them all 
imaginable intrepidity, and diſembar- 


< —_ of countenance; can with 
cc any 
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« any tolerable grace employ all the 
« fire and ſmoke of their oratory, in op- 
« poſition to a motion, which it is how- 
« ever to be hoped never will be made, 
« and for the making of which there 
* could never have exiſted fo much as a 
% pretence, but for the conſequences of 
te themſelves having, in their procedure, 
c ſet their own principles at defiance ? 
« Can they have ſo thorough an aſſurance 
&. of the people's aptneſs to receive what 
< imprefſions they pleaſe, as to attempt 
© fo barefaced an impoſition, as exclaim- 
* ing againſt their own work could be? 
e Can they expect that thoſe who are 
« uninfec̃ted with party, thoſe who have 
« eyer ſeen the Germanic connections in 
their true color, who deteſt the thought 
A reſtoring Louiſbu rg, that they will 
te nit ſptirn their joining them in the op- 
* poſition they may make to it, or will 
© faffer ſo good a cauſe to be diſcounte- 
#: nanced by the appearance in it 'of thoſe 


ww 
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to whom if it ſhould not 1 ſucceſſ 
full, they and the nation muſt origi- 
nally owe its not being ſucceſsfull? 


If ever, which God forbid ! Louiſburg 
ſhould be reſtored to the French, thoſe 


who the laſt promoted or rather re- 
newed our continental connections, 


are thoſe | who will have, in fact, 


give it up. As little will the 


clear-ſpirited opponents to the reſtitu- 
tion of that conqueſt, be the bubbles 
of any endeavours that may be uſed to 
fink its value, and raiſe that of Mi- 


norca, purely by means of ſuch falſe 


; weights to make the exchange be ac- 


cepted. The people « of England know 


as well as the French themſelves, the 
immenſe difference. In ſhort, the fide 
of thoſe who declare for the genuine 
Intereſt of this country, cannot be 
: weakened by any thing fo much as by 
| your embracing it. What can you ſay 


for truly Britiſh meaſures, that will not 
{Op « make 


L 30 Þ 
« make againſt yourſelf ? nn you, 


c 


A 


ſir, eſpecially, declare againſt the mea- 
ce ſure of ſending troops to Germany? 
« You! who know ſo well who it was 
ce that encouraged, perhaps, ſollicited the 
1 Hanoverians to take up arms and our 
te pay again, which affords ſome color, 
« at leaſt, for the re-inforcements ſent 
« them from hence, that they might not 
tc complain of being deſerted, or unſup- 
« ported in the ſtep they had taken in 
* deference to the wiſe patrons and a- 
« yowers of it here? Yet, fir, to con- 
ce vince you, that in this addreſs to you, 
e there is not the leaſt mixture of that 
« ſpirit of party, which, thoſe who are 
ce infected with it, ſee in every thing that 
« contradicts the ſenſe of their own ; 
« I fairly and ſolemnly own to you, that 
% even your holding your power, as diſ- 
te advantageous as it may have been to the 
true intereſts of this Country, is ſtill 
&« pref erable to the horror of the nation's 
cc ce be- 


k 


ce being delivered up again into the 
ce wretched hands of any of the old admi- 
c niſtration, or exploded chiefs of factions. 
« You have, at leaſt, paid to virtue the 
« hommageof appearances, and your own 
6 Intereſt has loſt nothing by thoſe ap- 
& pearances. They, on the contrary, have 
ce to thereſtof their imbecillity joined that 
e of avowing and practiſing the moſt de- 
te terminate corruption. If Britain no 
t longer produces any truly unexception- 
et able men of high rank, extenſive in- 
. fluence, and unimpeachable character, 

cc jtis over with her; and in that caſe, I 
« do not ſee why you more than ano- 
4 ther ſhould'be envied the taſk of puſh- 
c ing her down that precipice, on the 
« brink of which ſhe actually ſtands tot- 
« tering, and to which ſhe has been e- 
e qually brought by thoſe whom ſhe 
« diſtruſted, and by thoſe i in whom ſhe 


cc © has confided.” | 
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If the above eſſay towards an expoſtu- 
latory addreſs ſhould appear too digreſſive, 


thoſe however whom the length of it 


will not have too much diſguſted, will 
candidly allow for the contagiouſneſs of 
example 1 in the letter before me, which is 
made up of ſcarce any thing but diſgreſ- 
fions. To return then to it.“ To che 
obſervation already made of certain Gee 
nerals having: declined the Expeditions 
ſervice from their not liking the nature of 
it, another may be added equally true, 


that thoſe of the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank 


in Britain muſt, in general, have con- 
fidered it in the fame contemptuous light, 
Nathing proves this ſtronger, than that, 
when the ſecond. Hope of Britain, was 
ſuffered to honor with his perſonal pre- 
ſonge, this plan of deſcents, ſuch as it 
was, and to ſhare. the dangers of it, a 
compliment doubtleſs paid the high favor, 
in Which.. the Projector of it ſtood at 
that Court, there were i; few titled ho- 
ble= 


14 
4 


{1 


uns to grace his attendance. 80 
naked of them was his ſide that one 
would have rather taken him far a private 
friendleſs youth, ſent: toſea, than a Prince 
of the blood, entitled by his birth, to carry 
with him, the flower of our nobility and 
gentry, Great as the effeminacy may 
be of the Age, it can hardly account for 
ſo total a deſtitution. But thus it will 
always be, in a free nation; not even 
the countenance of Princes can procure 
reſpect either to men or meaſures, that have 
not the ſtamp of intrinſic merit on them, or 
at leaft that of the eſteem of approba · | 
tion af thoſe who lead the opinion of the 
higher claſſes of the community, and 
have influence enough to make their 
ſentiments the faſhion, It js rather eaſier 
to impoſe: on the Populace, than upon 
them: of whom the worſt is that for 
particular views they oftener ' cannive' at 
a deception, than they are themſelves de- 
ceived. 


From Page 27 you are preſented with 
the bollowing extract, 


by. 


1 


'« Even in the moſt favourable ſitua- 
e tion, if one half of the Expeditions 
_ « which depend upon ſo many circum- 
ee ſtances ſucceed, it muſt be owing to 
* extraordinary good fortune, or extra- 
te ordinary Courage and Capacity; and 
« the Public muſt be a great Gainer 
& and have great Reaſon to be ſatisfied in 
te ſuch a caſe. Expeditions ought to be 
« conſidered as Attempts, and troops ſent 
« upon ſuch a ſervice, as a Detachment ; 
« the whole of which may periſh at a 
« particular Time with propriety ; and 
to the ſatisfaction of every god man; 
«© becauſe upon one hand à conſidera- 
&« ble Advantage may ariſe to the State, 
« and upon the other hand, putting 
<« things at the worſt, by their Death 
cc the State is put to no danger.“ 
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The firſt and introductive period of 
the above-quotation, deſerves no parti- 
os 2 


Et FH 

cular notice: it is not poſſible for any 
thing to be more true, nor more trivial. But 
the ſequel which appears intended for the 
corollary or inference from it, is not near 
ſo intelligible. To come at what ſenſe 
there may be in it, there muſt firſt be 
conſidered what it is that it cannot mean. 
Thus it cannot be ſuppoſed to mean, that 
when a certain number of troops are 
ſent upon ſuch hoſtile expeditions, thoſe 
who go upon them, or thoſe who 
remain behind can expect that ſuch 
troops are to encounter no danger, in 
which ſome or all of them may not 
poffibly fall, or to uſe that ſtrange phraſe, 
periſh with propriety. It may be ſafely 
preſumed that Britain breeds no ſuch 
ideots, or at leaſt in no ſuch number as 
to make it worth while uttering ſo ora- 
cularly ſuch a maxim, for their ſakes, 
who can imagine men may go upon ſuch 
attempts, with as much perſonal ſafety, 

as. 


as to an opera, a Ball, or a Lord Mayor's 
of men may, on ſuch occaſions, periſh 
with propriety, is to fay nothing: for 
between ſaying a truth that every body 
knows, and faying of nothing, furely the 
difference i is not worth mentioning. 


4 1 ** 
. 


Af is means any —_ at all hem it 
8 mean that a projector of expedi- 
tions may calculate ſuch an one, as ſhould 
be executed by a detachment, the whole 
* of which may at a particular time be ſent 
A to certain death, provided that death of 
| theirs ſhould bring a conſiderable advan- 
tage to the State. But this propoſition is 
not only diſputable ; in point of common 
humanity but of ſound Policy, however 
it may | be feared the praQtice of it, though 
never r avowed, is but too common. Are 


ww a 4,4 


General, for example, retreatin 8 before 
# > 1 1 
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1.001 
a ſ1perio? enemy, is forced to ſacrifice a 
part of his troops to fave the reſt; a re- 
ſolution however never taken but at the 
laſt extremity, and then only with the 
deepeſt regret. This neceſſity may meet 
with the acquieſcence but hardly with the 
ati faction of every good man, even 
whilſt he pronounces the General un- 
culpable. But the caſe is very different 
of a miniſter coolly and premeditately i in 
his cloſet, planning enterprizes, in which 
28 certain ſelect number of ſtate-victims 
are devoted to deſtruction. The Romans 
in the virtuous daysof Rome, who probably 
underſtood the art of conqueſt as well as 
moſt People ſince, were remarkably ten- 
der of their countrymen's lives, of which 
the inſtitution of the civic crown is one 
amongſt numerous atteſtations. Nor was 
that Roman General eſteemed a Jot the 
worſe for that when his Son aſſured him he 
could take a town with the certain loſs 


of three hundred men, 10 rejected the pro- 
Wo poſal 


L 58 J 
poſal, and afked him whether he him- 
felf would like to be one of the three 


Nothing however would be more im- 
| politic than to let it get air amongſt the 
troops, that ſuch a maxim was in honor 
with their ſuperiors. Very juſtly bound 
by their duty to obey their orders with- 
cout examination, and indeed for the moſt 

part incapable of judging of their tendency, 
they would, not without reaſon entertain, 
a jealouſy very unfit to give them ſpirit 
and confidence in the execution of com- 
mands, that they could not in many caſes 
be ſure were not calculated for their 155 


riſhing with propriety. 


Bat the abuſe of the adminiſtrative Pow- 
er, would certainly be at its height, when 
from wantonneſs, or defect of Judgment, 
it ſhould ſend men, on attempts, in which 


* would be moſt N to periſh with- 
out 


4 


"Ep 
out any any gi ety at all. Of this 
nature are thoſe enterprizes that have ei- 
ther no object, or, if an object, a falſe, an 
abſurd, or an impracticable one. The 
Troops indeed cannot nor ought not to 
be judges of this: implicit obedience is 
their duty. But when the motives are 
laid before the public, it has, what it ne- 
ver fails of exerting, an undoubted right 
to judge of their validity, and pronounce 
accordingly. If the views on which the 
lives of any number of ſubjects were ha- 
zarded or loſt,” were really juſtifiable 
ones, if thoſe views of advantage to the 
ſtate were in any tolerable proportion to 
the danger or loſs, the public is never 
ſo unjuſt as not to acquieſce in ſuch mea- 
ſures, - Even thoſe members who ſhould 
have particularly ſuffered by the loſs of 
friends and relations, find their conſola- 
tion in the ſentiment of their having 
faln with honor in the national cauſe. 
5 This 
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This is ſo exactly true, that eyen. in this 


degenerate age, there might be named Bri- 


tiſh ladies, with enough of the Spartan 


of ber country. But if ii was come 
monly known and allowed that the en- 
terprize; on which any number of men 
was cut off, was, in its nature abſurd, 
fool hardy; or uſeleſs to that end, the 
feelings of the parties concerned, could 
not but be greatly heightened by that 
eorifidetation. - One could not, for ex- 
ample, in ſuch caſe; and fuch caſes have 
happened, expect from a tender mother, 
perſuaded with the public, that a darling 
ſon was fatrificed in vain, a very favora- 
ble acceptance of ſuch a compliment as, 

e Take comfort. Madam: : your fon Pe- | 


- 1 22 4 2 
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But if in any: country there- mould 
udfortingrcly! fart up a man of power 
without the requiſite abilities, or any title 
to it, but his own miſtake of them, 
ſeconded: by that of a deceiyed multi- 
tude; and he ſhould, in virtue of ſuch 
power, have the liberty to plan and order 
enterprizes evidently void of common- 
ſenſe; it is in the diffidence of ſuch an 
one's preſumption, that the cauſe ſhould 
only be ſought of the bad effects it muſt 
naturally have © upon young men of 
ee ſpirit, abitities, and lovers of military 
tc glory, who, with a noble Emulation, 
« deſire to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the 
tc ſervice of their country. The num- 
ee ber is few: I am afraid ne nümber 
* will be leſs. (p. 3 5 "ah 


Page 28, You have the fallowing pa- 


ragraph. | 
B45 F359 60 When 
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& city are the ſame in different. Enter- 


— 

— — 
gen 9 
. 2 
SEC I 


4 particular connections, and from little 


© When Vigour and military Capa- 


e prizes, yet a great deal muſt depend 
* on good fortune; for there is no other 
way of pleaſing the Mob, but by ſuc- 
* ceſs; yet Men of Senſe and People in 
& Power ought to judge in a different 
t manner, if not out of Humanity and 
c Regard for the General, at leaſt upon 
te the account of the intereſt of their 
« Country. Whenever it is otherwiſe, 
« it muſt ariſe either from the views of 


te motives of Envy and Jealouſy, or from 
© a violent Spirit of Fadlion, with a de- 
« ſign to clog the ſprings of Govern- 
« ment, and bring ruin and de Rrallan 
ec ” the ſtate.” 


The firſt period c. contains one of thoſe - 


trite truths, familiar to every ſchool- boy. 
It is in the nature of 


i << 'F 

——— Careal ſucceſſibus opto. 

Quiſquis ab eventu Judicat—— 
and of fifty common-place quotations, to 
this purpoſe, and of equal ſignificance. 
There is in ſhort, little or nothing worth '. 
remark in that firſt period, unleſs perhaps 
the rare and edifying aſſociation of Men 
« of Senſe,” with © People of Power, 
whilſt, in fact, one would imagine, from 
the government of the world, that they 
had long renounced one another's com- 


pany. 


But the ſequel of the paragraph and 
eſpecially the moſt miniſterial conclu- 
fions of it, furniſh the meaning of that 
flimzy introduction. For though ſuc- 
ceſs is ever the rule of Judgment for 
thoſe who have none, and conſequently 
carries with it, the moſt often, more of 
the fool than of the knave, you are by 
the climax of ideas led to diſcover in it 
a deep ſcheme for the ruin and diſtruc- 


tion 


1 :64 11 


General implies condemni 1 ing the mini- 


ers or pillars *of the State. This infer- 


ence however is no more than that filly 
vulgariſm of little miniſters, - for ever 
miſtaking their own petty intereſts for 
thoſe of the nation. Thence they and their 
miſerable flatterers, treat as enemies to 


their country ſuch as cannot give a 


ſtronget proof of their love for it, than 


pointing out the errors of their admini- 


ſtation. In a free country, can it be 
expected, can it be wiſhed, that patrio- 
tiſm where" real ſhould ſee them with in- 
difference, or not break afilence that might 
-juſtly be called a miſprifien of Treaſon, 
or at leaſt of fdllics that to the nation 
may have the ſame and perhaps a worſe 
effect than treaſon? For of treaſon, an 


enemy has commonly a better bargain 


than of ſheer incapacity, ſince He is 
obliged to pay for the one, whilſt the 
other does his buſineſs as effectually, for 


O 


[57 1 


adhd To aſſign then arbitrarily ſuch 
motives for the Judgment of a miniſter's 
public conduct, as partiality, as Envy or 
Jealouſy, a factious ſpirit, or bad inten- 
tions towards the ſtate, is one of the 
groſſeſt and the commoneſt inſults. of Au- 
thority over Reaſon, Reaſon that never but 
ſerenely laughs at both them and the au- 
thors of them. Vet, in fact, thoſe who 
officiouſly ſkreen and flatter miniffers in 
their miſ · proceedure are their greateſt 
enemies: how can they but keep their 
errors who are never told of them, and 
whoſe vanity neyer ſuffers themſelves to 
ſee them, and leſs * to acknowlekge 
them? 


But where any Britiſh ſubject abuſes 
- his undoubted privilege of giving his opi- 
nion of any public tranſactions by which 
he may conceive the national welfare is 


4 1 affected 


1 8 3 


affected, of which it is every Britiſh fabs 
ject's right and duty to be a protector; 

3 where, in ſhort, his animadverſions flow 
4 from any of thoſe motives, mentioned in 
„ the precedent quotation, the miniſter 
may very ſafely truſt his revenge to the 
public juſtice : no Judgment can be more 
1 penetrating nor more equitable : as fa- 
3 vorable as it is to thoſe whole upright- 

N | neſs of intentions cannot, where it really 
* eexiſts, eſcape its diſcernment: fo ſure 18 
1 its difcountenancing of thoſe who would 
1-4 attempt to impoſe on it their own little 
-paſſions or intereſts, under the maſk of 
[ poublic- ſpirit, or exerciſe an unwarrant- 
* able licentiouſneſs. The leaſt that can 
befall them, is that they and their ca- 
vils are treated with the contempt they 
deſerve, or fall down the ſink 1 2 


4 vion. 


1 3 
F. 30. 
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P. 30. Though the ſmalleſt fs, or 
& even a ſingle man being wounded," is to 
ee be deplored in peaceable times, in 
<« the view of humanity ; though inde- 
« pendent of War, the loſs of a ſingle 
« nan, or even à ſingleman being wound- 
« eq, muſt move the human heart; yet, 
« if in the Operations of war, People 
tc are capable of ſhedding tears upon 
account of the effuſion of Blood, and 
when this proceeds not from a vio- 
« lence of affection, but a depraved 
« frebleneſs of ſoul, to what a horrible 
ce fate are we arrived? The horror of 

« the thought makes me ſilent! 


Surely the writer of this, muſt ima- 
gine he was addrefling himſelf to none 
but the compleateſt ideots, or to the moſt 
ignorant of all human beings, or he could 
never have tagged fo puerile a figure, ſuch 
a ridiculous mock-pathos, to the tail of 
a paragraph replete with the groſſeſt 

7 0 | falſity 
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falſity and injuſtice to his Countrymen |! 
From the tenor of it, nothing better can 
be collected than that there are of men 
ſo. womaniſhly ſoft as to ſhed tears in, 
or if you will, zp0n the operations of war, 
ſuch numbers as to give him occaſion 
to groan over the State, for the influence 
ſuch wretches might have on it. Not 
of flattery is it the language but of the 
ſevereſt truth, that even in this preſent 
war, our Britons have manfully ſupported 
that national. character of theirs, eſta- 
bliſhed with all nations, of their indif- 
ference tothe ſight of their flowing blood. 
Maſſacred at St. Cas, maſſacred at Ti- 
conderaga, under the General that ſuc- 
ceeded the gallant Lord Loudon recalled 
nobody knows for why, can any one, 
of their own knowledge or belief, ſay 
that the effuſion of their blood drew tears 
from the depraved feebleneſs either of 
their own comrades, or of any numbers 


66 
in this nation, or any tears but from that 
violence of affection in their friends and re- 
lations for which even this writer grati- 
ouſly gives them his diſpenſation. But 
if tears from any motive but that natural 
affection were ſhed, they could not pro- 
ceed from a depraved feebleneſs, or in 
other words daſtardly ſoftneſs : every 
one knows that cowards are rather cruel 
or indifferent to the ſpilling of any blood 
but their own; they muſt then be tears 
of madneſs to think to how little pur- 
poſe, or with what little propriety, ſuch 
numbers of their brave countrymen 
met an untimely fate. Hine illæ la- 
* 1 | 


Pu 3 . If the Gebel of a l 
& can be called a victory, we are certainly 
« entitled to one. So when the French 
“ ſung Te Deum upon account of this 


** affair; it was with great propriety, 
« joined 


cc 


(c 


cc 


. 


july, n 4 en as FRY 
honor as a victory; but never before laid 
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c joined along with the Ruſſian victory. 


But what has happened upon it in 


ing monument, and moſt admirable 
Picture of the times, when almoſt e- 


very man e, conſideration thought it 


his own private intereſt, from various 


views and motives, to co-operate more 


or lefs with our enemies, in ſinking, 


and nn. the * . the 


State. 1 > 


claim to the name of one. And as to 
any man of conſideration's co-operating 
with the enemy to fink and diſtreſs the 
ſpirit of the ſtate, which the writer ſays 
in the fame page, would be no dif- 
* ficult matter to explain in a clear Jight 
C ny * it to the mcaneſt capacity,” 


till 


our own Country, muſt remain a laſt- 


4 


TY 


all that is dune, there can be no mean- 
ing affixed to it, unleſs the old miniſte- 

rial one, that pointing out the apprehend- 
ed wrong of public meaſures, muſt ſtrike 
a damp in the ſtate, from the diſtruſt 
it might create of the adminiftrative pOw- 
er; a concluſion which would be per- 
fectly right, if the nation could woe no 
remedy for it, which, thank God, is not 
the caſe, whilſt there is ſuch a ay as 
a Parliament fitting, In the mean time 
it may paſs for a maxim in Politics, that 
4. bad adminiſtration of things, co-ope- 
rates with an enemy, a thouſand times 
more than all the carik in the world at 
a . one. 


1 But whoever conſiders Mv 
« inſtructions, without prejudice, my 
« want of information, the ſtate of the 
« weather, and every other other cir- 

as © cum- 
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© The foregoing paragraph may for what 
'T know be big with ſenſe, and not the 
leſs fo for my fair confeſſion that I could 
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cumſtance; and, at the ſame time, my 


zeal to execute every intention of my 


ſuperiors, when, greatly above the ſiyle 


of. the preſent times, I might have re- 


turned, after cruizing along the coaſt, 
without landing a ſecond time, ha- 
ving happily finiſhed the affair of Cher- 
bourg the only particular point pre- 
ſcribed, will think, I am apt to be- 
lieve, that I have more merit from 
the 2 expedition than from the 
irt. 


+ < 


neither make ſenſe nor engliſh of it. But 
not to have quoted it would have been 
defrauding the reader of an occaſion for 


exerciſing his talent at penetration, 


i. 


UV 3: þ 
P. 32. As for many reflections I 
© have heard which proceed from a want 
ce of Judgment and experience in War, 


tc jt would be ridiculous 0 me to an- 
« ſwer and refute,” 


«To clear up difficulties in ſuch a 
te caſe, one muſt enter into the whole | 
te nature of war; and by this means, 
ein pulling down one difficulty, I muſt, 
of courſe, raiſe twenty more; ſo that 
te the ſtruggle would become more ab- 
« furd, than that of Hercules with the 
« Giant of old ; who as often as he was 
& throwti to the ground, roſe again with 
t redoubled force. The only method 
* would be to cRUsH them (who ?) and 
* their difficulties to pieces.” 


That celebrated dramatic Poem of 
Hurlothrumbo might be ſafely challenged 
to produce, in any part of it, ſuch a 

* piece 
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piece of crazy fuſtian as the laſt quot- 
ed paragraph. The ſimily of Her- 
cules and the Giant of old, muſt doubt- 
leſs be one of thoſe forced flowers of 


rhetoric ſtoln from ſome ſchool-boy's ex- 


erciſe for garniſ to the G 
letter: and even the application of the 


I's plain 


ſimily 1s palpably murthered by giving 
the appellation of abſurd to the combat 
of Hercules with Anteus, fince the iſſue 
of it, in favor of Hercules, is purely 
owing to that very method of vanquiſh- 
ing, which the editor of the letter him- 
ſelf recommends in thoſe emphatic terms 
of cruſhing to pieces — a rant more than 
miniſterial, more than monarchical, the 


language in ſhort of the rankeſt deſ- 


potiſm. Slaves, as the French are, 
they are allowed, for example, under the 
great tree of Cracovia in the Palais- 


Royal at Paris, every day to ſtart as many 
ſuch 
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fach aifficulties as they pleaſe, without fear 
of they, and their difficulties being cru/h- 
ed to pieces. They muſt not indeed touch 
the miniſters, who however are not quite 
ſo ſore as ſome of ours, who would have 
it, that judging the Generals, is judging of 
them, by Rn 


P, 34. « T ſubmit chearfull to the 
<« opinion of my ſuperiors ;_ but ſince 
e this has been their ſentiments, I do 
* not chuſe to have power or lucrative 
e employments upon ſuch terms, but 
« leave {them to THOSE who deſerve 
« their approbation better than I have 
done. SoME can poſſeſs them upon 


« any terms; I am not of that num- 
55 | | 
0 ; 


"lp 1 convinced that this muſt give 
ce great pleaſure to many; for it brings 
K 2 : 0 [4 peo- 


= W 3 


te people more to a devel and . 
« which is always the ardent deſire of 


6. baſe, envious, jealous, little minds, - 


of the. two 3 paragra phs, 
the firſt ſeems to allude to ſome wha 
did not throw v p their cornmiſſions, 
though unfortunate enough to have in- 
curred the di-approbation of ſome of 
their ſuperibre. | But if that paragraph 
is not one of che botches of che editor, | 
and ſhould even be the G- os own, 
it may fairly be preſumed. that he 


himſelf would, on a jg conlderation, 
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neſs of the leaſt fault in themſelves to 
their country, and after a fair and ho- 
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horable acquittal by their Proper judges; 


— is 
— ore 


would not the throwing up their com- 
miſſions 


— "a2 
2 
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Fi 


miſſions have been rather too great 2 

compliment to thoſe ſuperiors for whoſe 
opinion they had probably no more regard 
than it merited, even though the uſurped 


aſcendant of ſuch ſuperiors,” together 
with the force of conjunctures might, 
and not without the greateſt injuſtice, 
extort, from the higheſt authority, out · 
ward marks of diſgrace ; their only and 
ſufficient comfort for which might rea- 
fonably be that they knew they-were ex- 
torted, and that themſclves had not de- 
ſerved them. | 


As to the ſecond Paragraph, it has 
nothing of the ſpirit of plain military 
frankneſs: it has rather the ſtamp of 
ome little, peeviſh, fretted dealer in flo- 
— FO After all, what 
con- 
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connection is there between the G Ts 


throwing up his commiſſion, and his be- 
ing . to a level or equali ty with 


any of . baſe, envious, jealous, little 


minds ? ” Thoſe' minds muſt only be 
fought for with reſpe&t to the General, 
amongſt the common ſoldiers, or ſubal- 
terns, for all other commiſſioned Offi. 
cers are, in quality of Gentlemen, per- 
fectly equal , unleſs upon actual duty, or 


in the courſe of military operations. And 
with the reſt of the. world, no defer- 


ence, amongſt gentlemen, is paid to a 
General, that can poſſibly be matter of 
Envy, Many a little miniſter inded has 
often imagined, often complained. of his 


being the butt of the jealouſy or envy of 
others, when, the truth is, that he was only 


the object of their pity, nor would they 


1 7 J 


perhaps have deigned to own the know- 
ledge of his name, had not it unhappily 
ſtood connected with the hurt or diſho- 
nor to their country from him. The 


quarry of envy is commonly not an im- 


poſtor merit, but a genuine one, not a 
ſmall character, but a great one : and 
then its procedure is for ever uniform. 
1 he wretched ſufferers of its torments 


have all one and the ſame method of 


making themſelves amends for what they 
endure from ſuperiority, of which envy 
is it ſelf an implicit and the ſtrongeſt 
confeſſion. All the poor ſuſpence they 
procure for their miſery, is the ſweets of 


their revenge upon the cauſe of them whom 
they analize, or figuratively ſpeaking, tear 
to pieces. Then if they find on ſuch an 
operation, what find they always muſt,” 


even 
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even in the faireſt of human charaRets; 
ſome ſpot, ſome blemiſh; ſome perſons 
al ridicate, ſome” domeſtic vice, ſome ſcan⸗ 
dalous anecdote; with what joy do they 
hug and propagate the dear diſcovery that 


for the moment, not only caſes their pain 
but gratifies their levelling rage; and in 
that point of light, gives them even an 


imaginary ſuperiority ! A ſhort=lived tri= 


umph, that laſts rio longer than till they 
ſee the public, more juſt than they, diſs 
dain the detraction, and judge the object 
of ther malignity, not by little trifling im- 
perfrctions, but by the whole of hit 
merit ſet in ballance againſt them. But 
what is all this to the General in the pre- 
ſent caſe ? nothing: no, nor to the little 
miniſter at any time, fince at any time 
; he 
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he mut. whether | in or out of place, be: 
beneath envy. 


Before concluding, it remains to be ob- 
ſerved, that prefixed to the ihruct ions 
and letter there ſtands an advertiſement, 
' mentioning indeed ſome alterations in the 
letter itſelf, to render it leſs exceptionable. 
But. this is a falſe fign hung out at the 
entrance, ſince the reader, who there 
ſees that the letter was returned the ſame 
day as ſent, muſt naturally conclude 
that thoſe alterations were either made by 
the General, or if not by him, at leaſt 
authenticated by his adoption and con- 
ſent to the publication; neither of 
which appears to be the caſe. No 

wonder, however, that the G- I 
ls 1 diſowned 


1 74 ] | 
diſowned this letter. How could the 
good old Soldier know himſelf again in 
it, on ſeeing himſelf ſo painted, fo 
patched, fo much, in ſhort, in che Je- 
zebel- ſtyle? 


| Here ends the diſcuſſion of that patch- 
Work- letter, of which many other excep- 


tionable paſſages might be quoted, if 


captiouſneſs had had any ſhare in the exa- 
mination. But an apology 1 is rather due 
for thoſe mentioned than for thoſe omit- 
ted, ſince, moſt certainly, had it not 


been for the air of authority given to 


that production by prefixing to it the 
RoyaL INSTRUCTIONS, | nothing could 
leſs deſerve notice nor refutation than 


thoſe 


L 1 


thoſe parts of that letter which may ſo 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed the editor's own 
interpolations. 
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In the Title-Page, for Hon. read. Right. 
Hon. f. contain r. 7 1. 
14, f. then r. than. r. 
No! the editor of the Ke bet cannot 
be the Perſon who penned 5 Inſtructi- 
ons, nor to whom the letter appears ad- 
dreſſed. P. 17 1. 18, f. and r. an. P. 24. 
I. 10, for chracter r. character. P. 32 
1. 1. f. chiefs r, chief. P. 44 Ls. f. 
enemity r. enmity, P. 49 l. 9. f. give r. 
given. 
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